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THE  POETS  LINCOLN  ADMIRED 


Poems  about  Lincoln  are  legion,  and 
nearly  everyone  who  has  a  poetic  gift 
combined  with  an  appreciation  of  the 
martyred  President  seems  to  have 
penned  verses  about  the  President  at 
some  time  or  other.  There  are  many 
discussions  about  Lincoln's  own  poetic 
expressions,  and  students  of  the 
Emancipator  are  familiar  with  the 
various  poems  which  he  wrote.  Not 
very  much  has  been  written,  however, 
about  the  poets  whom  Lincoln  seemed 
to  admire  above  others. 

One  might  choose  the  following  six 
poets  as  those  most  greatly  admired 
by  Lincoln,  although  one  or  two  of 
them  may  have  written  but  a  single 
canto  which  would  allow  them  to 
qualify  in  this  list:  Shakespeare, 
Knox,  Burns,  Halleck,  Holmes,  and 
Hood. 

William  Shakespeare 

It  seems  as  if  Shakespeare  rather 
stands  out  among  the  master  poets 
Lincoln  admired.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  choose  just  those  lines  of  the  poet 
which  Lincoln  appreciated  most, 
though  an  excerpt  from  a  note  to 
Hackett  would  seem  to  approach  an 
estimate  of  the  comparative  values  of 
Shakespeare's  works  from  Lincoln's 
viewpoint:  "I  think  nothing  equals 
Macbeth.  I  think  it  is  wonderful."  It 
is  evident  that  Lincoln  was  a  life- 
long reader  of  Shakespeare  and  he 
states  that  he  had  gone  over  some  of 
the  plays  "perhaps  as  frequently  as 
any  other  unprofessional  reader." 

William  Knox 

Possibly  one  should  also  mention 
William  Knox,  the  author  of  "Mor- 
tality," for  although  Lincoln  was  not 
aware  of  the  authorship  of  the  poem, 
it  was  his  favorite.  It  is  not  known 
that  he  ever  read  any  other  poem  by 
Knox.  It  will  be  recalled  that  Lincoln 
wrote  to  a  friend  in  1846  by  way  of 
comment  on  "Mortality,"  "I  would 
give  all  I  am  worth  and  go  in  debt, 
to  be  able  to  write  so  fine  a  piece  as 
I  think  that  is.  Neither  do  I  know 
who  is  the  author." 

Robert  Burns 

In  1860  Abraham  Lincoln  wrote  the 
following  to  his  friend  James  G.  Wil- 
son who  had  advised  the  Presidential 
nominee  that  he  had  some  acquaint- 
ance with  the  Burns '  family :  "It  is 


wonderful  that  you  should  have  seen 
and  known  a  sister  of  Robert  Burns. 
You  must  tell  me  something  about  her 
when  we  meet  again."  There  is  a  tra- 
dition rather  widely  accepted  that 
Lincoln  attended  an  annual  meeting 


Poets  Whose  Works 
Lincoln  Read 

Browning,  Robert 
Bryant,  William  Cullen 
Burns,  Robert 
Byron,  Lord 
Campbell,  Thomas 
Cook,  Eliza 
Cowper,  William 
Croker,  Crofton 
Goldsmith,  Oliver 
Gray,  Thomas 
Halleck,  Fitz  Greene 
Herrick,  Robert 
Holmes,  Oliver  Wendell 
Homer 

Hood,  Thomas 
Knox,  William 
Leslie,  John  M. 
Longfellow,  Henry  W. 
Lowell,  James  Russell 
Mackay,  Charles 
Milton,  John 
Moore,  Thomas 
Peterson,  H. 
Poe,  Edgar  Allen 
Pope,  Alexander 
Read,  Thomas  B. 
Rogers,  Samuel 
Shakespeare,  William 
Southey,  Robert 
Whitman,  Walt 
Whittier,  John  G. 
Willis,  Nathaniel  Parker 
Young,  Edward 


of  the  Burns'  Club  of  Washington  and 
was  asked  to  give  a  toast  to  the  poet. 
This  is  said  to  be  a  penciled  notation 
of  what  he  wrote:  "I  cannot  frame  a 
toast  to  Burns.  I  can  say  nothing 
worthy  of  his  generous  heart  and 
transcending  genius ;  thinking  of  what 
he  has  said,  I  cannot  say  anything 
which  seems  worth  saying." 

Among  the  lines  of  Burns  which 
Lincoln   admired   greatly  were  "A 


Man's  a  Man  for  A'  That,"  "Tam 
O'Shanter,"  and  especially  "Holy  Wil- 
lie's Prayer." 

Fitz  Greene  Halleck 

In  April  1860  Abraham  Lincoln  re- 
marked to  James  Grant  Wilson  in  Chi- 
cago that  his  favorite  authors  were 
Shakespeare  and  Burns.  Wilson  sent 
a  copy  of  Halleck's  poems  to  Lincoln 
which  contained  a  fine  tribute  to 
Burns.  In  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
book  Lincoln  stated:  "Many  a  month 
has  passed  since  I  have  met  with  any- 
thing more  admirable  than  his  beauti- 
ful lines  on  Burns.  With  Alnwick 
Castle,  Marco  Bozzaris,  and  Red 
Jacket,  I  am  also  much  pleased." 
When  Lincoln  visited  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  he  carried  a  copy  of  Hal- 
leck's poems  with  him  and  read  selec- 
tions from  it  for  those  in  the  Presi- 
dential party. 

Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 

According  to  Henry  C.  Whitney, 
"The  Last  Leaf"  by  Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes  was  the  favorite  of  all  the 
pathetic  poems  which  struck  a  respon- 
sive chord  in  Lincoln's  nature.  In  a 
conversation  with  F.  B.  Carpenter, 
the  portrait  painter,  Lincoln  re- 
marked that  one  verse  of  this  poem 
which  begins  "The  mossy  marbles 
rest  ..."  was  to  him  inexpressibly 
touching.  He  is  said  to  have  con- 
cluded with  reference  to  these  lines, 
"For  pure  pathos,  in  my  judgment, 
there  is  nothing  finer  than  those  six 
lines,  in  the  English  language." 

Thomas  Hood 

John  Hay,  secretary  of  the  Presi- 
dent, comments  that  Lincoln  was  "ex- 
cessively fond"  of  Thomas  Hood's 
poetry,  particularly  of  his  poem  "The 
Haunted  House."  Hay  also  stated 
that  Lincoln  "would  go  to  bed  with 
a  volume  of  Hood  in  his  hands."  Wil- 
liam Browning  who  visited  Lincoln  on 
the  evening  of  April  25,  1862,  stated 
that  the  President  read  several  se- 
lections from  Hood,  including  "The 
Haunted  House"  and  "The  Lost  Heir." 

There  are  a  few  favorite  poems  of 
Lincoln  by  other  writers  which  should 
have  mention:  Byron's  "Childe  Har- 
old," Homer's  "Illiad"  and  "Odyssey," 
Longfellow's  "The  Building  of  the 
Ship,"  Mackay's  "The  Enquirer," 
Pope's  "Essay  on  Man,"  and  Read's 
"The  Patriot's  Oath." 
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Suggested  By  Day's  News 


Compare  Political  Dreams,  Literary 
Tastes  Of  Lincoln  And  Byron. 


By  A.  L.  BOWEN. 
As  I  was  searching  for  something  new,  or 
near  new,  appropriate  to  today,  the  post- 
man left  the  last  number  of  "The  Lincoln 
,  Herald,"  published  by  Lincoln  Memorial  uni- 
versity at  Harrogate,  Tenn.  Within  its  cov- 
ers I  found  two  articles,  both  scholarly  pro- 
ductions. 

The  more  interesting  for  this  column  to- 
day is  David  J.  Harkness'  "Lincoln  and 
Byron,  lovers  of  liberty."  Doctor  Harkness 
is  professor  of  English  at  the  university. 
He  draws  the  two  characters  and  finds  in 
them  their  similitudes. 

They  thought  alike  in  politics.  Lincoln 
dreamed  that  human  slaves  might  be  "for- 
ever free,"  while  Byron  dreamed  that 
"Greece  might  still  be  free." 

The  two  men  had  the  same  tastes  in  lit-  j 
erature.    In  developing  this  point,  Doctor  , 
Harkness  is  at  his  best.    He  analyzes  Lin- 
coln's gloomy  nature  which  found  so  much 
consolation  in  poetry,  especially  that  which 
was  more  or  less  sad. 

He  discloses  Lincoln's  love  for  Byron's 
poetry.  He  especially  was  fond  of  various 
parts  of  "Childe  Harold"  and  "Don  Juan" 
and  was  known  to  quote  from  them  in  his 
speeches,  using  lines  that  completely  dumb- 
founded his  opponents.  The  two  men  were 
contemporaries.  They  both  loved  Shake- 
speare. 

Byron's  "activity  and'  zeal  in  defense  of 
the  natural  rights  of  man  are  definitely 
comparable  with  Lincoln's-  efforts  in  free- 
ing the  slaves"  says  Doctor  Harkness.  "The 
efforts  for  liberty  in  the  last  years  of  the 
lives  of  Lincoln  and  Byron  were  decidedly 
similar"  he  writes.  "Byron  was  riding  mad- 
ly, despite  his  crippled  foot,  to  rally  the 
Greek  troops  to  the  colors.  Lincoln  was 
visiting  soldiers  in  camps  and  hospitals, 
cheering  and  comforting  them." 

Finally  both  met  untimely  deaths  and 
both  were  mourned  and  eulogized  for  their 
struggles  for  liberty. 

In  great  detail,  the  writer  picks  up  the 
facts  in  the  lives  of  the  two  men  which, 
in  his  judgment,  make  them  so  much  alike. 
He  even  goes  so  far  as  to  cite  their  phy- 
sical characteristics,  which  he  thinks  were 
alike. 

He  recalls  the  traditions  that  Barry,  one 
of  the  artists  who  painted  a  Lincoln  face, 
had  in  mind  the  features  of  Lord  Byron. 
This  portrait,  says  Doctor  Harkness,  "has 
certain  characteristics  definitely  reminiscent 
of  the  romantic  poet.  It  has  been  desig- 
nated by  some  Lincoln  students  as  the 
Greek  God  and  certainly  the  picture  brings 
out  Lincoln's  Byronic  characteristics  in  an 
unusually  vivid  and  interesting  manner." 

The  article  then  discourses  at  length  on 
Lincoln's  favorite  poems  and  poetic  lines 
and  it  is  noted  how  many  of  them  were 
from  Byron. 


The  other  article  in  this  interesting  num- 
ber is  a  biographical  and  genealogical  study 
of  the  "Lincolns  in  Tennessee"  by  Samuel 
C.  Williams,  chairman  of  the  Tennessee  his- 
torical commission. 

This  is  valuable  source  material  for  the 
student  of  the  Lincoln  family  and  its  rami- 
fications. It  is  the  second  part  of  Doctor 
Williams'  contribution  on  this  subject. 


Also  appropriate  to  this  day  is  a  short 
article  in  a  recent  Journal  of  the  Illinois 
State  Historical  society  on  a  diorama  of 
Lincoln's  life  placed  on  display  by  the  Chi- 
cago Historical  society.  Twenty  important 
events  in  his  life  are  portrayed,  including 
his  departure  from  Springfield,  his  Gettys- 
burg address,  his  entrance  into  Richmond, 
Ford's  theatre  and  Lincoln's  memorial  at 
Washington. 

The  project,  which  is  of  great  magnitude, 
was  supervised  by  the  Chicago  Historical 
society. 
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Abraham  Lincoln— Robert  Burns 


By  A.  G.  McKnight 
Hoyal  Chief,  Order  el  Scottish  Clans 


^^tijiklfc,^    fsfe&^j  /-^rvi^L  sU-**.^, 


February  12,  1809 

'"THAT  Robert  Burns  was  one  of  the  favorite  authors  of 
A  Abraham  Lincoln  has  long  been  known. 

That  Lincoln  lectured  on  Burns  has  been  stated  as  a  fact. 

But  it  has  not  been  known  very  generally  how  complete 
was  his  knowledge  of  the  poetry  of  the  Scottish  Bard. 

When  I  learned  that  Milton  Hay,  who  was  a  law  student 
in  his  office  in  1839-40  had  stated 

"He  could  very  nearly  quote  all  of  Burns'  poems  from 
memory.  I  have  frequently  heard  him  qucte  the  whole 
of  Tarn  0'  Shanter",  "Holy  Willie's  Prayer"  and  a  large 
portion  of  "Cotter's  Saturday  Night"  from  memory.  He 
had  acquired  the  Scottish  accent  and  could  render  Burns 
perfectly." 

I  felt  certain  there  was  much  about  the  influence  of  Burns 
on  Lincoln  of  which  we  were  still  ignorant. 

When  a  man  raised  in  Kentucky,  Indiana  and  Illinois, 
without  the  advantage  of  a  literary  education,  could  become 
so  much  the  master  of  the  Scottish  dialect  that  he  could 
™?ii.e.wiSh  Pr°Per  Scottish  accent  such  poems  as  "Holy 
Willies  Prayer"  it  suggests  that  Lincoln  must  have  had 
associates  who  were  themselves  master  of  that  dialect,  and 
that  Lincoln  himself  had  far  more  than  a  casual  interest 
in  the  poems  and  songs  of  Burns. 

«.  WP  i0f  course>  would  like  to  know  who  taught  Lincoln 
the  dialect,  but  just  at  this  moment  we  cannot  say.  We  do 
know  that  Jack  Kelso,  who  was  not  such  a  worthless  fellow 
as  many  have  alleged,  recited  Burns  to  Lincoln  in  the  early 
days  at  New  Salem  when  Lincoln  was  in  his  early  twenties. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Kelso  himself  was  a  native  born 
bcot.  It  seems  that  he  was  born  in  Virginia  and  Virginia 
was  not  a  very  likely  place  for  one  to  acquire  a  Scottish 
accent. 

It  has  been  stated  that  Lincoln  got  his  first  chance  to 
study  Burns  by  having  access  to  an  edition  of  Burns  owned 
by  Lawyer  John  A.  Brackenridge  of  Booneville,  Ind. 
Brackenridge  is  a  good  Scottish  name,  as  I  can  now  avow, 
having  found  that  a  gentleman  by  that  name  was  on  the 
committee  in  charge  of  the  100th  anniversary  celebration 
of  the  birth  of  Robert  Burns,  in  Ballantrae,  Ayrshire  (which 
adjoins  my  native  parish  of  Colmonell)  on  January  25,  1859. 

But  Lawyer  Brackenridge  was  several  generations  re- 
moved from  Scotland,  and  even  if  he  had  a  copy  of  Burns 
which  Lincoln  could  read  he  could  hardly  have  given  much 
help  to  Lincoln  in  the  mastery  of  the  Scottish  dialect. 

Lincoln  himself  said  he  wrote  "by  ear,"  "that  when  he  got 
his  thoughts  on  paper  he  read  it  aloud  and  if  it  sounded 
all  right  he  let  it  pass."  There  is  probably  in  this  statement 
a  hint  ot  his  gift  of  imitation  which  made  it  easy  for  him  to 
catch  on"  to  the  peculiarities  of  the  Ayrshire  dialect  of 
which  Burns  was  the  master. 

Many  Americans  of  more  than  usual  literary  attainments 
have  complained  to  me  that  Burns  was  practically  a  closed 
book  to  them  because  he  used  so  many  dialect  words,  and 
yet  here  we  have  a  man  whose  education  was  "deficient  " 
according  to  his  own  story,  who  seemed  to  revel  in  the 
poetry  of  Burns  and  who  delighted  to  repeat  those  poems 
which  contain  some  of  the  strongest  examples  of  the  "Braid 
auld  Scottish  tongue." 


January  25,  1759 

Gibson  William  Harris,  who  was  a  law  student  in  Lincoln 
&  Herndon's  office  from  1845-47  says 

"I  heard  him  repeat  many  passages  from  Burns 
whose    Cotter's  Saturday  Night"  and  "Epistle  to  a 
Young  friend    I  think  he  memorized  entirely,  though 
the  poem  he  quoted  from  in  my  hearing  oftenest  of  all 
(usually  mere  snatches)  was  "Tarn  0'  Shanter." 
That  this  love  for  the  poems  of  Burns  held  over  during- 
his  later  professional  life  is  attested  to  by  John  L  Little- 
cwii  wh°was  Ta.  student  in  Lincoln  and  Herndon's  office 
said  e  Llncoln  was  elected  to  the  Presidency.  He 

«.  "Ther^  were  three  books  in  which  he  could  have  been 
thoroughly  examined  and  come  out  with  honors,  and 
Poems''61"6  Shakespeare  and  Robert  Burns' 

—£i,Was  du.rin£  that  latter  time  that  James  Grant  Wilson, 
another  native  born  Scot,  who  was  the  editor  of  a  literarv 
magazine  in  Chicago,  came  in  contact  with  Lincoln  and  he 
has  left  us  splendid  testimony  of  his  love  for  Burns 
T«J;«i  had,  visite4. Lincoln  in  Springfield  in  1858  and 
Lincoln  came  to  see  Wilson  in  Chicago  early  in  1860  When 
he  came  into  Wilson's  office  he  noticed  the  busts  of  Shakes- 
peare and  Burns  and  immediately  said 

"They  are  my  two  favorite  authors." 

^I'w+l^f"  t0Vdiinl  that  he  had  Purchased  the  busts  at 
the  birthplace  of  the  two  poets,  Ayr  and  Stratford  on  Avon 
and  Lincoln  then  said 

"If  I  ever  can  contrive  to  cross  the  Atlantic  I  must 
manage  to  see  their  birthplace." 
Later  Wilson  wrote  to  Lincoln  telling  him  that  in  1856  he 
had  spent  a  whole  day  in  Prestwick  near  Ayr  with  Isabella 
i PUrnoSn£egg'  the  y°,ur\gest  sister  of  the  poet,  who  was  then  in 
her  80th  year,  and  that  she  had  told  him  that,  of  all  the 
poems  written  about  her  brother,  the  one  by  Fitz-Greene  Hal- 
leck  was  her  favorite.  Wilson  enclosed  a  volume  of  Fitz- 
Greene  Halleck's  poems  containing  Halleck's  tribute  to 
ioU™s'  and  Lincoln,  in  acknowledging  the  book  on  May  2 
1860,  wrote  J  ' 

"Many  a  month  has  passed  since  I  have  met  with 
anything  more  admirable  than  his  beautiful  lines  on 
Burns.  It  is  wonderful  that  you  should  have  seen  and 
known  a  sister  of  Robert  Burns.    You  must  tell  me 
something  about  her  when  we  meet  again." 
His  interest  in  Burns  at  that  time  was  shown  when  he 
attended  the  celebration  of  the  100th  Anniversary  of  the 
Birth  of  Burns  which  was  held  by  the  admirers  of  the  poet 
at  Concert  Hall  in  Springfield  on  Januarv  25th,  1859. 

William  Harrower,  who  was  a  native  of  Stirling,  was  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  who  arranged  the  program  and 
also  presided.  The  other  members  of  the  committee  were 
David  Knox  (also  a  native  of  Scotland) ,  Alex  Graham,  Allen 
Francis  and  James  Steel. 

_   The  announcement  of  the  festival  which  apneared  in  full 
in  the  Daily  State  Journal  of  January  25th  stated  that 

"orations,   responses,    etc.,   will    be    delivered  by 
Messrs.  Lincoln,  McLernand  and  others." 


And  the  next  evening  the  same  paper  reported 

"Among  the  invited  guests  we  observed  the  Honor- 
able Abraham  Lincoln  of  this  city." 
and  also  said  that 

"The  regular  toasts  were  responded  to  in  order  by 
Messrs.  Lincoln,  Linder,  Matheny,  Blai  idell  and 
others." 

and  then  the  report  continues 

"We  expected  to  give  the  toasts  this  morning,  but 
they  are  crowded  out,  together  with  the  report  of  sev- 
eral of  the  speeches." 
We  shall  all  ever  be  sorry  the  Journal's  ;pace  was  so 
crowded  on  January  26,  1859,  that  the  speech  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  not  reported.  No  other  record  o/  the  speech 
which  Lincoln  made  on  that  occasion  has  yet  >een  found 
,     *inS  thlng  is  sure>  if  he  was  as  familia  :  with  the 
works  of  Burns  as  those  have  declared  whom  we  have  here- 
tofore quoted,  he  had  a  most  enjoyable  evening. 

That  program,  as  published  in  the  Journal,  and  which 
we  have  had  the  privilege  of  reading,  as  written  by  William 
riarrower,  was  one  that  would  delight  any  lov  br  of  Burns 
■  £■  ,?,an  very  Pr°Perly  with  "There  was  a  lad  was  born 
in  Kyle  and  this  was  followed  by  the  greatest  war  ode  ever 
written  "Scots  wha  hae  wi'  Wallace  Bled." 

Then  followed  "A  man's  a  man  for  a'  that"  which  we  are 
certain  Lincoln  loved  ardently. 

Just  imagine  young  Lincoln,  scantily  clad  and  meagerlv 
fed,  reading  J 

"What  tho  on  hamely  fare  we  dine 
Wear  hodden  gray  and  a'  that 
Gae  fools  their  silks  and  knaves  their  wine 
A  man's  a  man  for  a'  that." 

i   H?  "eeded  that  kind  of  encouragement  and  no  doubt 
loved  the  poet  who  gave  it  to  him  so  tersely  and  forcibly. 
Among  other  numbers  were  "John  Anderson,  my  jo," 

Green  Grow  the  rashes  O',"  "Ye  Banks  and  Braes  0' 
<<™-IV-e  S00n'  '  "Duncan  Gray,"  "The  Lass  of  Ballochmyle," 

Willie  Brewed  a  peck  0'  maut"  and  of  course  "Auld  Lang 
Syne."  6 

4.  u-"^1!1  was  as  Proficient  in  the  dialect  as  we  have  been 
told,  his  delight  in  such  a  program  can  easily  be  imagined 
by  any  lover  of  Burns  and  his  songs. 

That  his  interest  in  Burns  did  not  cease  when  he  was 
burdened  with  the  cares  of  the  Presidency  is  evidenced  by 
two  incidents  of  which  we  have  authentic  record 

The  first  is  vouched  for  by  John  Hay,  who  in  an  article 
published  in  the  November,  1890,  number  of  the  Century 
Magazine,  told  of  Lincoln  on  a  trip  down  the  Potomac  recit- 
ing many  of  Burns'  poems,  and  finally  winding  up  with 
the  celebrated  tribute  which  Burns  paid  to  the  friendship 
which  the  Earl  of  Glencairn  had  shown  toward  him: 
"The  Bridegroom  may  forget  the  bride 
Was  made  his  wedded  wife  yestreen. 
The  Monarch  may  forget  the  crown 
That  on  his  head  an  hour  has  been. 
The  mither  may  forget  the  bairn 
That  smiles  sae  sweetly  on  her  knee, 
But  I'll  remember  thee  Glencairn, 
And  all  that  thou  hast  done  for  me." 
Lincoln  then  said: 

"Burns  never  touched  a  sentiment  without  carrying 
it  to  its  ultimate  expression  and  leaving  nothing  further 
to  be  said." 

The  other  incident  occurred  when,  during  one  of  the 
years  of  his  administration,  he  was  again  celebrating  Burns' 
Club  time  aS  a  8'UeSt  °f  the  WashinSton  Burns 

During  the  evening  one  of  the  members  asked  President 
Lincoln  for  a  toast  on  Burns  to  be  presented  on  his  behalf 

Lincoln  wrote  in  pencil  on  a  piece  of  paper,  which  is  stili 
in  existence,  these  words  (a  facsimile  of  which  is  published 
in  connection  with  this  article)  : 

"I  cannot  frame  a  toast  to  Burns.  I  can  say  nothing 
worthy  of  his  generous  heart  and  transcending  genius 
Thinking  of  what  he  has  said  I  cannot  say  anything 
which  seems  worth  saying." 

A.  LINCOLN. 

We  may  some  day  know  more  than  we  do  now  of  the 
influence  which  Robert  Burns  exercised  over  the  thinking 
and  philosophy  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  but  we  know  enough 
now  to  hazard  the  opinion  that  the  sane  common  sense  of 
the  Scottish  Bard  left  a  deep  impression  on  the  receptive 
mind  of  young  Lincoln  and  helped  him  to  develop  the  sound- 
ness of  judgment,  and  the  kindliness  which  marked  his  later 
years. 


Burns  said: 

"The  heart  Benevolent  and  Kind  the  most  resembles 
God. 

Lincoln's  presidential  actions  show  pretty  clearly  that  he 
agreed  with  Burns  on  this  very  forceful  and  fundamental 
statement. 

Abraham  Lincoln  and  Robert  Burns! 

"Two  men  who  held  their  patents  of  nobility  direct 
from  Almighty  God." 


BURNS' 

Centennial  Anniversary, 

Tuesday  Evening,  Jan.  85th.  18SO. 

A GRAND  SUPl'JJIt  AND  MUSICAL 
m  ^odikV'i'  U.k°  "»"•  c..m».„S,£ 

at  »J  j  o clock  P.  At .  «co  .mpanM  by  »o:al  an.]  Imtrnm  mil 
■nuucfiuiD  lb.  Voong  An»rl-»  lira.*  Il.u'l .  iw™£.ui, s 
pipera,  dr-M,J  In  imhlind  cmium..  a:M  »  number  otrVvnl 
rlugi-r.,  who  will  dlitiugtii'li  th...n<elri>.  on  IM«  .ica.lon 
em,ne  whom  ar.  Mr.  Krvinc,  Ur.  Child.,  Mr  .  K»« Kr 
tustou,  and  a  uo«e  of  olbire.  ,|"" 

noommi  or  Tut  ivimn. 
r.?iu!!"„7^LCOil"m"!'',?  "  *y>  °         °n  t','lcn  o«.atlo"  a 

Grand  Otcrture,  eompje.d  (or  lb.  ocn.ton,  by  the  V»M« 
»    »  a.i,d,  with  Yariation..  u°  1  ,,u« 

th^Iv .  .""Z"'  Ctal™»n-  ">"■  introduce  tba  order  of 
Iho  evening  by  reniark.on  the  Life  of  Mu.no.  after  wLlch  the 
regular  order  of  ll.u  cr.olug  .,11  com.  np.'whl.b  k.a  b«. 
arranged  by  lb.  commute  wltb  T04«Ui.  S.nlim.ntrVnd 
»uute,  Inlcrnjlngled  wilb  Mu.ir,  from  lb.  Band. 

TU|    UMHlt  TOIITI. 

first  Toait. 
Sccatd  Toail. 

h^lfjS  Mr-  S  Brae.-.  Addr«a. 

Uy  iba  Baud  tMt,  wh,  t„  wo  WlUto0,  b|<j 

Third  Toatt. 

t?tiM™?==  zz^zW$&ii: 

Fourth  Toatt. 

^^^=:^^^^ 

fi/lh  Toon. 

Song,  bylUr.  Cblldi   Ild  n  i«.u 

*   i:;^«iiirfsir^z,2- 

Sixth  Toast. 

uilhaM''  ,r""e ,ohB  Andoraon,  my  Jo. 

"»  B*ud  Cuming  thro'  tba  Bye, 

Seventh  Toatt. 

Wfi"™™:::::::::  0rt,n  °'°v?  »■•*«, 

„  ..   Haggle  Lauder. 

-Sf"«i  W  rMP0,u"":  *<=••  "»>  l»  callrercd  by  stoma.  Liu. 
coin,  AlcClernaud  md  otbera.  ijlu" 

Part  Stcond. 

ar^Tot°^x.^  *„"*•-■*•  *• 

2.  I'll  baa  a  Wife  o'  my  Aln...._  ""  "vr"£Jh  , 

3.  V.  Bank,  an'  ^VaoTS^^Z^ZZ^Sbn^ 
*.  Adieu,  O  Heart,  warm,  fond  «d|,B„ ZZ      SI,  ill  tin 

5.  Duncan  Or.y  caw-  hero  to  woo  Mr  Duu«i' 

«.  Untie  by  tho  Band.  atr.uuucaa. 
7.  Scotch  .-oog   ||_  pLjij- 

I:  lSSSS£l  d"WJ    we"  «»«•'•■'••'•'■•"'•«;•  V1"* 

1U  Bweet  Home   "ZZZZ"'.'. M r  ' nlr^.V 

11  0.  Willi,  brew'd  a  peck  o'maut        "™"m,  HoXI.iV.L 

It.  Auld  Ian,  Syne  and  grand  Bui.,  by  the  Band  an^ "„„.' 
puny,  all  uniting  In  the  thorua. 
TTLKCTS  for  the  Ke.tl«|  |J,  wdmltll..  on.  gentl.man. 
To  be  bad  at  trancl.  A  Barrell'a.  U.  C.  My.r.'  and  of  t°a 
coKm.tUe  ol  Arrangement.,  and  ai  tbe  ticket,  ar.  limited. 
It  would  ba  well  .o  eocura  them  before  6  o'clock  in  lb.  ar 7£ 

Tba  arocaed.  aflar  paying  all.  ipenaea,  will  ba  gle.o  to 
the  poor  of  WngBeld.  ond.r  lb.  .uperlntend.nc.  !,  .  °„nv 
n.lllee  co,,.l.llngof  hi.  honor  the  M.yor  and  Ald.rm.n 
eV.ncie.  Iln-Il,  Buutlngton  and  (Jarrower.  j.nli 

Reprint  From  Ihe  Daily  State  Journal  Pub- 
lished in  Springfield,  Illinois,  January  25,  1859 


Reprinted  from  January-February  1942  issue  Fiery  Cross 


Burns-Lincoln 

Washington.  D.C  '62-'65 

By  A.  G.  McKnight,  Duluth,  Minn. 

My  first  information  as  to  Lincoln's  toa<rf  tn  R„Uvt 

annual  meeting  of  the  Burns  Club  of  WasK  Pit 
in  njs  behalf,  sat  down  and  penned  that  on  the  other 
The  toast  "on  the  other  side"  was- 

The  Evening  Star  of  Washington,  dated  Jan  2fi  ISfiS 

nSSMf-"  ""  ,oa*ts  w"  "Th«  P'«"««  of  the 

VOU.  to  the  invitation  .  "be %'J TiiS  o£SVi£i 
tV:;!11!  DaPy  horning  Chronicle  of  Jan.  26,  1864  makes 

s^^^ass^ identity  °* 

"James  Clephane,  President  of  the  Club  presided  at 
of  theSXhbrrd-  ^n  Alexa"der  Williamson?  Secretary 
his  dn««  'TV  at  HS,  P°St  and  most  effectua  ly  fulfilled 

the  fate  Willi mT8'ent'fman',by  the  wa^  was  tutor  to 
"e  la}f  Will  am  Lincoln,  and  is  now  acting  in  the  samp 
capacity  to  the  President's  younger  son  Tf  we  mistake 

employe  din' the  ^  the  first  gentfemanlver 

tutor  "  Executive  mansion  in  the  capacity  of 

At  the  Burns  celebration  held  at  the  European  Hntel 

."The  character  of  our  President  exhibits  traits  tn  »j 
mire  by  the  true  man  who  believes  'the  rank  i^  bu  the" 
guinea  stamp;  the  man's  the  gowd  for  a'  that  '  To 
who  loves  unsullied  probity,  unswervTn|  patriotism  an^ 
a  heart  that  pulsates  with  every  throb  of  our  I™1 

fcaat?ributbesahaH  UT\  ^  ^^  T^ 
tnese  attributes.  He  paid  a  hearty  tribute  to  the  sino-l* 

fte Prtidenfann  Onerous  sympa  ^of" 

t^p^:lS^  2  athpeprp°s„e  s?db 

mi^usticeb«  Sh0t  t0  d6ath  by  ^"relentless^res^o" 

Jan  le^fiWW^  Da!ly  NationaI  Intelligencer,  dated 
Jan.  ib,  1865,  that  Lincoln  attended  a  lecture  bv  Bishnr, 

iecSy°LdhTuTrwT,,?f  the  Buni"  -'^ratTonltwli  eg 

States  were,  and  the  Kentuckian  replied: 

"It  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  risinsr  sun  on  th* 
west  by  the  procession  of  the  equinox?  S  north  W 
^^4^'  B°rea,,S'  and  °"  the  south  by  the  Day  o? 


^  fi  I!  a  *E3£ 

.  fere»  a^  «e^a,y?^&^ 
chaampiohnatofatrnex^utbevePects  S£ 

vefve?  anjit  wasw^.'^6  Catch  UP  *e  cry, 

f erred  tomtLn?W?arr  LePorted  that' Bishop  Simpson  "re- 

,  "  OI  tne  unitea  Mates  was  once  a  tanner  and  tw  ;+ 
was  even  reported  that  the  President  of  the  UnlteH  qfl' 

m.'nV'nf'K""1  -h,t  m!nj'  °'  lh«  '«■«'«.  »»o  there  were 
Un.ted  State,,"  and        reported  thus  in  the  Eve™„s  ItS 

f»,"£';nkLi3„"i„n  tteia,,".u»?r      ««»»  ■» 

t;  Th.e_1863  celebration  was  reported  by  the  Dailv  Na 
du°ctaionR:ePUbhCan      2  Style  Whicb  see™  worthy  of /ep?*: 

'*iThe  one,  hundred  and  fourth  anniversary  of  tho 
birthday  of  the  poet  of  Scotland,  Robert  Burns  the  ret. 
resentative  and  exponent  of  the  patriotic  fervor  the 
rrepressible  spirit  of  independence,  and  distineuishW 
love  of  beauty  and  poetry,  inherent  in  the  W 
BurnsWrf  ^th  ^6at  -Lt  lasttenLg  by  the 

enth  St  "ty  at  Stantons  &  Ottmans  onSev! 

"It  was  an  occasion  that  will  long  be  green  in  the  mom 

StttSS.'T*  -  oasisginethen  deLrtof 
win,  ^agrant.  w'th  the  flowers  of  sentiment,  resoundin°- 

ffience  ofaH  ?h»t°T  ^  &Uitful  in  the  topical  mag! 

«Ti?f  V   a'!  that  pleases  the  taste  or  charms  the  eve 
™     ^    decorations  of  the  parlors,  in  which  tables  were 

Their  groves  of  sweet  myrtle  let  foreign  lands  reckon 
tEZTJ™*?  beami"8' s^mers  exalt  the  perfume 
Far  dearer  to  me  yon  lone  glen  of  green  brecan 
Wi'  the  burn  stealing  under  the  long  yellow  broom. 

"On  the  front  wall  was  gracefully  displayed  the  Amer 
KrLfS>  ^  4°lds  interwoven  with  national  flags  of  Great" 
Britain  and  France,  in  the  center  of  which  the  portrait 
of  Burns  looked  forth  from  its  flowing  envelope  of  Boetrv 
and  patriotism— a  patriotism  whose  Country  is  the  world 
and  whose  countrymen  can  only  be  humanity  at  We 
Witv ?rv chandebers  were  festooned  with  ivy,  interspersed 
with  hires  of  the  purest  white;  the  tables  were  orna 
mented  with  bouquets  of  the  rarest  flowers!  conspicuous 
among  which  was  the  queenly  camellia  ianonica  t£ 
whole  a  present  from  Mrs.  Lincoln,  and  a  gfft  worWof 
the  wife  of  the  highest  official  in  the  United  States  in 
honor  of  the  greatest  poet  of  the  earliest  home  "of  free 
domr,!n  the  Isles  of  Western  Europe 

ery  (Mi&TZ  h"rdened  with  a  magnificence  of  cook- 
eiy,  aeiignttul  to  the  eye  of  a  Sover  and  <=nt;<;f-i,iv,,»  +„ 
the  paiate   f  Epicurus,  sy  read  by  these  popular  c&s 

n&,?-tand  °ttman-  The  turkeys  were  rotund  with  a 
sug8'estive  of  associations  aldermanic-  the 

BWH.5eef  W3S-  "ev,Sr.excelled  at  the  home  of  any 'jolly 
Englishman  with  'fair  round  belly  with  good  canon 
lined,'  the  game  was  savory,  the  vegetable?  succulent 
ofeM§Jvetv,Pea!  and  asPara^s  exhaled  the  fragrance 
v  JSbfc  tn  mWhrle  repaSt-'  inJts  numerous  coursfs  im- 
possible to  mention,  was  in  the  highest  degree  nrovoca 
tive  of  appetite  and  replete  with  gustator/en'oymlnt  » 


Burn?  fiJhi  f°aSt  -0."  £his  occas>on  was  to  "The  Memory  of 

•  Piety  of  its  peasantry  "g    *  hlS  C°Untry  and  the  devotional 

'^^n^?^A  JameS  C'^hane'  ^nded  to 
thusiasdcally received  "  remark^  wh^h  were  en- 

Sta?es-ma3ynVe0apres^  2?"  W"!,  of  the  Un*ed 
Union  of  all  the  Station  &35  °,f  ,1\offif  witness  the 
to  be  disturbed  indissoluble  bands,  never  again 

"who'JneCf^0  -hiS  t0aSt  Was  made  fay  Alfred  Woodley 
In  the  1 SfiV  "T  k8'  m-anner  The  Star-Spangled  Banner  » 
sponded  to  toast  oTth/p  ^}c\M?-  Williamson  re- 
twenty-five  toasts  „/  Jfe„£TdfnMhere  were  a*  least 
of  Scotsmen         '  f  Wh,ch  should  warm  the  hearts 

rrts-AKr^ 

18  S'to'  VetZt  n1ve^ert£etir0bnabTaShin8t0n  ^ 
ing  seventy-five,  but  the^ever^faiFe I  to ^L?*™  eXceed: 
space  in  all  of  the  paper^  of  the  citv  „f*?f  *  \lTy  /0od 


Secretary  „,  Ih/si™  Sb"  wSW.'MIW1 
Hou^d^fnTSJS'tSe  S  &  months  >  the  White 

ifja^araas  sas that  Burns  was  his 

daily  froma?8fi2rTnkSv;-  ^  ieIIs  us  he  saw  Lincoln  almost 
as  ready  on  his  Hm  a^th^P  of %S  i,the  Scott,sh  P°et  were 

of  SSfift affections  of 

where  ffS3T^^e°iL^0tho"  k  the  room 

«i«^«tteMy?^J^^^^  th?  Treasury 

many  new  and  interes«ng  chapter"?      ™S     be  furnished 
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d„  n  y"y  oiouM  the  c  •  .  sc  Leaf" 
ae  Proud  ">"    tt     1:116  Spirit  of  i\/r„  *  , 


Springfield,  May  2,  1860. 

Mr.  James  Or.  Wilson. 

My  Dear  Friend:     I  am  greatly  obliged  for  the  volume 
of  your  friend  Fitz  ureene  Hal leek' s  poems.     Many  a  month 
has  passed  since  I  have  met  with  anything  more  admirable 
than  his  beautiful  lines  on  Burns.     With  Alnwick  ^astle, 
i;iarco  Bozzaris,  and  ^ed  Jacket,  I  am  also  much  pleased. 

It  is  wonderful  that  you  should  have  seen  and 
known  a  sister  of  Robert  Burns.     You  must  tell  me  something 
about  her  when  ue  meet  again. 

Yours  very  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 


3L  tnti  \  %J^x^n 


5   '  \j~&>&^  £m^U.-jJ  u 


JAJ-V€W=T   .WUJU-Ola/>/\.  c  ><  /'*».  •'- 

(J^aW^  ft. 


I  If  n 


